
Hello, and welcome to the third Progress 

Report for the Festival of Fantastic Films.   

Plans are firming up and we can now confirm 

the full guest line up.  

We have a full roster of guests and I’m sure 

that you will give them the welcome they so 

richly deserve. 

Membership rates have returned to our 

normal price following last year’s very special 

offer celebrating our 25th anniversary.  

However you are guaranteed excellent 

value for money, with seven super celebrity 

guests, a full programme of movies, a film fair 

and much, much more.  

So book now, tell your friends — bring your 

family there's enough to keep everyone 

happy.  

Please note, that if you wish to stay in the  
main hotel, you should book as soon as 
possible. 
 

Victoria Price Simon Fisher-Becker 

Jack Taylor 

Julian Glover 

Erika Blanc 

Isla Blair 

Sarah Douglas 



Guests: Julian Glover & Isla Blair 
Two tremendous new guests who have just confirmed that they will attend this year’s Festival 

are the greatly distinguished actors Julian Glover and Isla Blair. 

Married since 1968, they have each separately featured in many classic film features and TV 

series, as well as appearing together on stage in such prestige productions as Hamlet with their 

son, Jamie in the title role. 

Julian, like a select number of actors of his 

generation, was in the running for the part of 

James Bond, but for anyone who has seen his 

elegantly dinner-suited performance in the 

1967 film Theatre of Death he has to be the 

greatest Bond who never was. 

The same year, he gave a marvellous rendition 

of Colonel Breen in one of Hammer’s finest 

films, their version of Nigel Kneale’s  

Quatermas and the Pit. 

Isla would later feature in the 2005 TV re-make 

of the original Quatermas Experiment. 

Her own  Hammer Films credits include Taste 

The Blood of Dracula (1970)  and TV’s The 

Hammer House of Mystery and Suspense, 

while she and Julian each notched up credits in 

separate episodes of such TV classics as The 

Avengers, Space 1999 and Dr Who. 

Isla and Julian memorably appeared together 

on screen as husband and wife in 1989’s 

Indiana Jones and The Last Crusade as the 

villainous sophisticates Mr and Mrs Walter 

Donovan. 

His character’s disintegration at the finale of 

The Last Crusade was particularly memorable. 

Julian remains the only actor to have featured in the four most successful movie franchises in 

cinema history, Star Wars, James Bond, Indiana Jones and Harry Potter. Playing villains in 

all four, he was General Veers in The Empire Strikes Back (1980), Kristados in For Your Eyes 

Only (1981) and he provided the voice of Aragog in Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 

(2002). 

Isla’s credits range from Dr Terror’s House of Horrors to The Battle of Britain and such 

ground-breaking TV classics as The History Man. 

Julian and Isla continue a busy schedule of appearances in film, television and stage 

productions and we are extremely fortunate that they have found some free time to join us this 

weekend as very special guests at this year’s 26th Festival of Fantastic Films. 



Guest: Erika Blanc 

Over 20 Years of Film Fandom A Tribute to .... The 

Festival of Fantastic Films 

Book by George Houston & George Gaddi 

If you want to reserve a copy and collect it at the 24th 

Festival of Fantastic Films a non-refundable deposit of £10 

is required. The balance will be due on collection. 

If you require the book to be posted then this can be 

arranged. (P&P extra) 

The price of the book will be £25  

Please send your cheque with your name, and address to: 

Keith Mather 

8 Farndon Road, 

Reddish, 

Stockport 

SK5 6LY 

Please include an email address to confirm receipt. 

Only 4 Left 

When they’re gone, 

They’re gone 

Only 4 Left 

When they’re gone, 

They’re gone 

Born in Italy, Erika became a big star in 

such 1960s and 1970s cult movies as The 

Third Eye, Curse of the Dead, The Red 

Headed Corpse, Nobody’s Children, Eye 

of the Cat and many others. 

Mother of actress Barbara Blanc, Erika is 

still working hard, having made two films 

already this year. 

With over 100 film and television credits to 

her name, from straight-forward horror 

thrillers, to giallos such as Long Arm of the 

Godfather, Vengeance is my 

Forgiveness and spaghetti westerns, 

including Django Shoots First, Blood at 

Sundown, Hallelujah for Django and I am 

Sartana, Trade your Guns for a Coffin. 

Erika professes to have no favourites, 

saying, “Each film is a big adventure.” 

She will certainly have plenty to talk about 

and promises to be a fantastic guest. 



Guest: Simon Fisher-Becker 

Another veteran of both Harry Potter and Dr Who, Simon 

is a fine character actor with a penchant for comedy, but is 

no slouch when it comes to serious drama. 

He memorably played the big blue bloke Dorium Maldovar 

in several recent episodes of Dr Who opposite Matt Smith 

as the Time Lord, which has gained Simon something of a 

cult following. 

However the experience provided him with the wonderful 

title for his much-praised one-man show, My Dalek Has a 

Puncture.  

Simon has been touring the country with the show since 

2014, to great acclaim - and has bookings for it nationwide 

well into 2016. 

It has been described as “inspiring…hilarious…thought-

provoking,” just as Simon promises to be at this year’s 

Festival.  

Membership 

 

To pay by cheque or BACS 
download this form and post 
to Tony 

To pay by PayPal 
use this form and post to 
Gil 

Remember to add your contact details and give us an email address so Keith can add you 
to the list. 

 

The entry fee will be £70 

Day Ticket Prices:  Friday £25, Saturday £35, Sunday £30 

http://fantastic-films.com/festival/2015/Assets/Membership Form Tony 2015.pdf
http://fantastic-films.com/festival/2015/Assets/Membership Form Gil 2015.pdf


 

We are delighted to announce the British Festival premiere of an incredible picture which for 

once fully justifies the claim that it really has to be seen to be believed. 

Made by Dire Wit Films, which 

previously produced 

underground cult favourites Isle 

of the Damned and 7th Day, 

Mutantis is a somewhat 

extreme parody of 1950’s no-

budget sci-fi horror movies. 

This one has it all, terrible stick-

on moustaches, intentionally 

awful dubbing, and a mad 

scientist inexplicably played by 

two obviously different actors at 

various stages of the picture. 

Added to the mixture are 

hillbillies and a “Big Foot” 

monster determined to 

procreate which resembles a 

sort of X-rated Muppet version 

of Foghorn Leghorn 

impersonating a big crab built 

from coloured rubber and 

various left-over offcuts of 

various materials. 

No cliché is left unturned to fine 

effect in this bizarre movie full 

of in-jokes for every fantasy film 

fan. 

Writer-Prroducer Mark Leake 

and Director Kelly Fitzgerald 

have certainly pulled out all the 

stops and one po-faced criticism which deemed that the film had “No redeeming factor,” would 

no doubt delight them and bring audiences flocking to join in this unique knowing joke. 

  
 

Premier: Mutantis 

 

http://essenceswinton.co.uk/


THE DAY MARS INVADED 

EARTH.  

1963, USA. 70 minutes.  

 Directed  by Maury Dexter, With Kent Taylor, 

Marie Windsor, William Mims.  

 

Another welcome Fox Archive release. Maury 

Dexter directed two quietly macabre films, 

House of the Damned and this one. His skill 

with low-budget sf and horror (and the 

occasional rickety special effect) recalls early 

Roger Corman, and this little film was a 

pleasantly bleak surprise at the time, when it 

was released in Britain as an unheralded 

second feature. It deserves our kind of 

audience. 

Hand of Death 

1962, USA. 60 minutes.  

 Directed by Gene Nelson. With John Agar, 

Paula Raymond, Stephen Dunne.  

The rarest John Agar horror film, which for a while 

was lost in copyright limbo and available only on 

bootleg discs. Now 20th Century Fox have officially 

released it, and here it is. Agar brews a serum and 

turns into a crusty monster. On its British release 

our censor hacked several shots out of the taxi 

scene before giving the film an X, and you may 

wonder why – all the cut footage is in our version. 

Note Joe Besser – one of the last fake Shemps – 

as the petrol station attendant. Is this the first 

horror film with a Stooges connection, preceding 

both The Shining and Evil Dead?  



Getting Here 
The map below provides  some directions walking from the main railway stations.. More detailed 

directions can be obtained by clicking on the relevant links 

Directions 

walking from 

Piccadilly 

Station to the 

Hotel 

Directions walking from 

Oxford Road Station to the Hotel  

Directions walking from 

Victoria Station to the Hotel 

This map has been extracted 

from VisitManchester.com    

By Car 

FROM THE NORTH VIA M6 M61: 

Follow STRETFORD signs onto M60. Leave at Junction 12 and join M602 SALFORD. At end of Motorway, follow A57 MANCHESTER sign (Regent 
Road) for approx. 1 mile. Proceed under railway bridge, continuing onto A57M (Mancunian Way). Continue on A57M and take 2nd exit. Immediately 
fork right on slip road onto Sackville Street, following UNIVERSITY sign. Turn left at the Retro Bar into Charles Street for the NCP CAR PARK. 

FROM YORKSHIRE VIA M62/M60: 

Leave at Junction 17 signed CITY CENTRE, and follow A56 towards Manchester for 4 miles (Bury New Road, becoming Great Ducie St.) Enter city 
under railway bridges and keep straight ahead, still on A56, onto Deansgate. In 1/2 mile, turn left at traffic lights (signed UNIVERSITIES) onto John 
Dalton Street and continue straight ahead at next lights onto Princess Street. In 1/2 mile, pass under railway bridge and immediately turn left at 
lights onto Charles Street. The NCP CAR PARK is on left. 

FROM THE SOUTH VIA M6 / NORTH WALES & CHESTER VIA M56: 

Leave M6 at Exit 19 and follow A556 MANCHESTER for 4 miles. Join M56 MANCHESTER at roundabout and follow to end of M56 and continue 
straight onto A5103 MANCHESTER for 4 miles. At roundabout take 3rd exit following A57M SHEFFIELD to next roundabout. Here take 2nd exit up 
ramp to join A57M. Keep in nearside lane for 200 yards, and leave 1st exit signed UNIVERSITY. Immediately fork right on slip road, following 
UNIVERSITY sign. Turn left at the Retro Bar onto Charles Street for the NCP CAR PARK. 

http://goo.gl/maps/2VAIz
http://goo.gl/maps/2VAIz
http://goo.gl/maps/2VAIz
http://goo.gl/maps/J6Jgg
http://goo.gl/maps/Ze3lI
http://www.visitmanchester.com/


http://webelongdeadofficial.blogspot.co.uk/


Contact Us:  

For more information on the membership email: Tony Edwards: anthonyFedwards@hotmail.co.uk  

For more information on the Guests/Films email: Gil Lane-Young: grlyfilms@gmail.com   

To suggest stories for publication, letters or comments  email: festival.of.fantastic.films@gmail.com 

 

Manchester city centre is a short walk from the venue, and there are numerous hotels, offering 

cheap rooms. Further information can be found from the Visit Manchester Website . 

Alternative accommodation 

The Festival is brought to you by the following people 

….and just in case you were curious, they are all open to bribery. 

Tony Edwards 

Membership, Finance, 

Publications 

Humour so old it’s 

dried out 

Gil Lane-Young 

Guests, Venue 

Films/Independent Films 

International man of 

mystery 

Tony Meadows 

Films 

Bad Jokes, Worse 

Jokes, And 

downright 

unrepeatable jokes 

Operations, Logistics, 

Shouting, Owner of the 

pointy crowbar 

Keith Mather 

President 

Author, Auctioneer/

Collector 

Internet Babe-

Magnet 

Ramsey Campbell 

The Venue 

The Festival returns to the Manchester Conference Centre on Sackville 

Street in Manchester. A purpose built conference centre and hotel.  

The hotel has offered the following prices:.  

£80 B&B per room, per night. 

If staying for 3 nights the third night is £60 

The Hotel has 117 bedrooms  

For more details check out the Centre’s website 

mailto:anthonyFedwards@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:grlyfilms@gmail.com
mailto:festival.of.fantastic.films@gmail.com
http://www.visitmanchester.com/#/http://www.visitmanchester.com/stay.aspx
http://www.manchesterconferencecentre.co.uk/

